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The United States will not associate iteelf with any proposal
from any source directed toward a cease~fire in advance of an
nccepta;hle armistice agreement, including international controls,
The United States could concur in the initiation of negotiations for
such an armistice agreement, During the course of such negotiations,
the French and the Associated States should continue to oppose the
forces of the Viet Minh with all the means at their digposal. In the
meantime, as a means of strengthening the hands of the French and
the Associated States during the course of such negotiations, the
United Statea will continue its program of aid and its efforts to
organize and promptly activate a Sogtheast Asian regional grouping
for the purpose of preventing further expansion of Communist

power in Southeast Asia.
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